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• Separate financial aid form that does not require a SSN or 
the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) first.

• Provides access for certain undocumented students and 
out of state citizens to the Tuition Assistance Program 
(TAP) and other scholarships including Excelsior.

• Opens 529 tuition savings accounts to all New York State 
youth.

Passed legislature in January, signed by Cuomo in April, 
application posted online by HESC on July 3rd.

Ongoing updates and tweaks 
to the text since then.

Approximately 7,000 students have applied for Fall 2020 so far.

Students began to receive estimated aid in mid-September.

Schools began to actualize the awards 
and disburse aid in mid-November.
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• Attended a NYS high school for 2 or more years, graduated from a NYS high school, and 
applied for attendance in an undergraduate program at a NYS college within five years 
(10 years for graduate programs) of receiving your NYS high school diploma OR

• attended an approved program for a NYS high school equivalency diploma, received a 
NYS high school equivalency diploma, and applied for attendance in an undergraduate 
program at a NYS college within five years (10 years for a graduate program) of receiving
a NYS high school equivalency diploma OR

• are charged in-State college tuition for any reason.

Individuals without lawful immigration status will be required to file an affidavit. 

Eligibility 

1. Create HESC login through the New York 
DREAM Act webpage

Application Structure – Student Perspective

2. Application for Eligibility
• Will need their high school transcript showing graduation date, or their TASC/GED diploma
• If they did not attend high school in New York, will need to upload a tuition bill demonstrating

in-state tuition
• If they selected any option except “Without Lawful Status” will be asked to upload documents

Application Structure – Student Perspective
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3. Financial Applications
• Household size and income information from “prior prior year”

e.g. 2018 for Fall 2020
• Name of college and their student ID for the college

Application Structure – Student Perspective

Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions
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Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions

bit.ly/NY-DREAM-Act-Preview

http://bit.ly/NY-DREAM-Act-Preview


Revised: 11/19/2019

5

• Emailed confirmation
• Accept the award
• College then gets students as part of regular roster
• Financial aid counselors can now search status by college ID
• Students began to receive Fall 2019 in November

The transition from “Estimated” to ”Actual” and in the students hands.

EOP and other state opportunity programs.

Credit requirements.

Part time TAP?

Maintaining TAP eligibility (credits, grades).

Hidden Steps

So, what can you tell your students?

Can apply for Fall 2020 now. 
Will need to go back in later 
to update their high school 
transcript with the final 
version with grad date, and 
to enter their college ID.

If want EOP or other 
programs that require 
proof, have a conversation 
with parents about taxes. 
ITIN?

This is a reason to consider 
schools in NY, but privates 
can still sometimes give 
their own so don’t rule 
them out entirely.

Don’t rely on the free tuition 
when making budget, that’s 
the max amount and a 
surprising amount of people 
did not receive. It is not 
guaranteed.

Gather pdfs on phone or 
computer using for the 
application prior to starting. 
All will need transcript, some 
may need college bill, 
immigration documents, etc.


