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Conversation starters with SIFE:		              
Meeting Them Where They Are MEP Workshop		

1.	T: Hello, how are you?
	S: I’m fine. And you? How are you?
	T:  I’m fine, thanks.

2. 	T: What’s your first name? My first name is __________ and my last name is __________. What’s 	your first name and last name?
	S: My first name is ______________. My last name is _____________. 

3.	T: Can you spell your first name? I spell my first name [letters]. Can you spell your first 	name?
	S: (Student spells first name)
	T: Can you spell your last name? I spell my last name [letters]. Can you spell your last name?
	S: (Student spells last name) 
	[ALPHABET CHART IS HELPFUL HERE]

4. 	T: How old are you? [Fourteen? Fifteen? Sixteen?] (If the student does not know the 	number, you can count up with him/her)
	S: I am ______ years old. 
	[NUMBER CHART IS HELPFUL HERE]

5. 	T: What is your date of birth? My date of birth is 3 24 - 1980. What is your date of birth?
	S: My date of birth is 7 – 26-2000
	T: When is your birthday? My birthday is March 24, 1980 When is your birthday?
	S: My birthday is July 26, 2000.
	[NUMBER CHART IS HELPFUL HERE]

6. 	T: What is your phone number? My phone number is 845-342-8344. [Remind students that we 	say each number individually in a phone number]
	S: My phone number is 845-257-2876

7. 	T: Where do you live?  I live in New Paltz. Where do you live?
	S: I live in [name of city].

8.	T: What is your address? My address is 16 Cherry Hill Rd, New Paltz, New York, 12561.  	What is your address?
	S: My address is [street address, city, state, zip code].
	[NUMBER CHART IS HELPFUL HERE. Consider a focus on pronunciation]

9. 	T: Where do you go to school? What is the name of your school?[If they don’t understand, 	give   	a name of a recognizable school]
	S: I go to [name of school]. My school is [name of school]

10. 	T: What languages do you speak? I speak English and [other language(s) you speak]. What 	languages do you speak?
	S: [names of languages – be sure they include English!]

11. 	T: Do you work? [yes/no]. What is your job?
	S: [name of position] 

12.	T: Where do you work? 
	S: I work at [name of workplace].
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Alphabet Pronunciation

B C D

[bi:] [si:] [di:]
H
[erq]
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[em]
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w

[vi:] ['dabalju:]

Y Z

[war] [zed/zi:]
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Numbers in English

zero
one

two

three

four

five

six

seven
eight

nine

40 forty

41 forty-one
42 forty-two
43 forty-three
44 forty-four
45 forty-five
46 forty-six
47 forty-seven
48 forty-eight
49 forty-nine

80 eighty

81 eighty-one
82 eighty-two
83 eighty-three
84 eighty-four
85 eighty-five
86 eighty-six
87 eighty-seven
88 eighty-eight
89 eighty-nine
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10 ten

11 eleven
12 twelve

13 thirteen
14 fourteen
15 fifteen

16 sixteen
17 seventeen
18 eighteen
19 nineteen

50 fifty
51 fifty-one
52 fifty-two
53 fifty-three
54 fifty-four
55 fifty-five
56 fifty-six
57 fifty-seven
58 fifty-eight
59 fifty-nine

90 ninety
91 ninety-one
92 ninety-two
93 ninety-three
94 ninety-four
95 ninety-five
96 ninety-six
97 ninety-seven
98 ninety-eight
99 ninety-nine

20 twenty 30 thirty
21 twenty-one 31 thirty-one
22 twenty-two 32 thirty-two
23 twenty-three 33 thirty-three
24 twenty-four 34 thirty-four
25 twenty-five 35 thirty-five
26 twenty-six 36 thirty-six
27 twenty-seven 37 thirty-seven
28 twenty-eight 38 thirty-eight
29 twenty-nine 39 thirty-nine
60 sixty 70 seventy
61 sixty-one 71 seventy-one
62 sixty-two 72 seventy-two
63 sixty-three 73 seventy-three
64 sixty-four 74 seventy-four
65 sixty-five 75 seventy-five
66 sixty-six 76 seventy-six
67 sixty-seven 77 seventy-seven
68 sixty-eight 78 seventy-eight
69 sixty-nine 79 seventy-nine
LARGE NUMBERS ©Woodward English

100 one hundred 1,000 one thousand

101 one hundred and one 2,000 two thousand

200 two hundred 10,000 ten thousand

300 three hundred 100,000 one hundred thousand
400 four hundred 1,000,000 one million

500 five hundred 10,000,000 ten million

600 sixhundred 123,456,789

700 seven hundred one hundred and twenty-three million,
800 eight hundred ~four hundred and fifty-six thousand,
900 nine hundred  seven hundred and eighty-nine.
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