Laws in the U.S. Lesson Plan- Modified for Virtual Instruction

TIME MATERIALS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Are there laws in the United States that are

15-30 minutes Laws in the U.S. lesson plan . .
different from the laws in your country?

Laws in the U.S. virtual

worksheet ¢Existen leyes en los Estados Unidos que son

diferentes de aquellas que rigen en tu pais?
Phone

What happens if you break the law in the United
States?

¢Qué sucede si violas la ley en los Estados

Unidos?
OBJECTIVES
1. Participants will list 3 important laws in the U.S.
2. Participants will identify the legal age for drinking alcohol.
3. Participants will define age of consent.
4. Participants will define statutory rape.
5. Participants will describe what to do if being sexually harassed.

PHONE CALL

Send a copy of the virtual
worksheet to the student by text or
Whatsapp message.

TEXT/WHATSAPP

e Send a copy of the virtual
worksheet to the student by text or
Whatsapp message.

INTRO Call the student, and explain that e Send a message to the student
you will be going through the explaining that you will be going
worksheet with them over the through the worksheet with them
phone. virtually.

Ask the student to put you on e Create a template for this
speakerphone so he/she can view introductory message that you can
the worksheet and listen to your send with the virtual worksheet
voice at the same time. each time you deliver this lesson.
Review the essential questions e  Text the student each of the
listed above, and discuss the essential questions listed above,
student’s answers to the questions. and ask him/her to send you
his/her answers.
Read the “Laws in the U.S.” e  Ask the student to read the “Laws
worksheet aloud. Depending on the in the U.S.” worksheet in the
student’s English proficiency, language he/she feels comfortable

READING choose the Spanish lesson, the with.

English lesson, or both. e  Ask the student to text you when

Ask guiding questions as you and he/she finishes reading. Then, text

the student read together. him/her some guiding questions to
assess comprehension.

Complete the “Age of Consent” e Ask the student to complete the

activity while reading the lesson “Age of Consent” activity while

with the student. reading through the worksheet.

ACTIVITY Ask the student to circle Yes or No e  Ask the student what answer
to answer each question. he/she selected for each question.
If the student selects an incorrect o If the student selected an incorrect
answer, discuss what the answer answer, discuss what the answer
should be and explain why. should be and explain why.
Complete the review questions together at the end of the worksheet.

WRAP-UP Ask how the student will apply knowledge learned in this lesson to real-life situations.
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Laws In the United States

When living here in the United States, some laws may be different than the ones in your
country. Below you will learn about the laws you must obey to avoid any legal problems, or
harm to yourself or others.

Alcohol & Drugs

In the United States, you must be 21 years old to legally drink alcohol. If you are old enough and
decide to drink, you cannot operate a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol. This
also includes operating farm machinery like tractors or skid steers. Even riding a bike while
drunk can be dangerous. If you are caught doing this by the police, there will be consequences.

What happens next?

» When you are caught, you will:
v Be arrested
v’ Be ticketed and given a DWI (Driving While Intoxicated)
v’ Face jail time or be issued monetary fines (up to $10,000)
v Receive points on your license or permanently lose your license!

Consequences could also include: losing your job, losing your immigration status, or even
being deported.

» You can injure yourself or others. Many people have lost their lives drinking and driving.

Don’t drink and drive! Instead, call a friend
or taxi, or request an Uber!



Sexual Harassment & Relationships

Relationships

If you decide to date anyone or begin a relationship, be aware of the
other person’s age. Always be certain to ask a potential date how old
they are. In most parts of the United States, the age of consent is 18. This
means if you are 18 or older, you cannot date anyone who is under 18
years of age.

For example: If you are 20 years old, you cannot date or have sexual
relations with a 15-year-old. This is illegal and is called statutory rape. If
convicted of this, you will be arrested and could have to register as a sex
offender. You will likely lose your job and housing.

If you are younger than 18 years old, do not date someone or have sexual relations with anyone
older than 18.

Activity
Circle yes or no if you think Carlos, Luisa, and Marcos could date these people according to their
age.

Carlos is 21 years old.

14 year-old YES or NO
20 year-old YES or NO

17 year-old YES or NO

Luisa is 16 years old.

14 year-old YES or NO
20 year-old YES or NO
17 year-old YES or NO

Marcos is 44 years old.
23 year old YES or NO
17 year old YES or NO



Sexual Harassment

Be polite when you talk to people that you do not know. Some people may take offense to your
comments or gestures, even if you think you are giving a compliment. Here are some things you
can do to avoid sexual harassment:

Things to avoid

e Whistling at people when they walk by

¢ Inappropriate/unwanted touching

¢ Sending offensive sexual text messages/videos
e Calling people names besides their real name

Things to practice

e Be courteous and kind

e Be aware of others’ personal space

e Ask your partner for consent before sexual activity
e When someone says NO or stop, respect their wish

If you are being sexually harassed in the work place, contact your supervisor to report the issue.
If you are sexually harassed or abused at home or in public, tell someone! There are programs
and agencies in the United States that help victims of sexual harassment and/or abuse.

Activity

What did you learn? See if you can answer the following questions!

1. How old do you have to be to purchase and consume alcohol in the United States?

2. What is the age of consent in most parts of the United States?

3. What should you do if you are drunk and need to get home?




Las leyes en los Estados Unidos

Al vivir aqui en los Estados Unidos te daras cuenta que algunas leyes son diferentes de aquellas
que rigen en tu pais de origen. En los parrafos siguientes conoceras algunas restricciones que
debes obedecer en los Estados Unidos para evitar problemas legales, dailarte ti mismo o a otras
personas.

Alcohol & Drogas

En los Estados Unidos, debes tener 21 afios de edad para consumir alcohol. Si tienes la edad y
decides beber, tu no puedes operar un vehiculo de motor mientras estas bajo el efecto del
alcohol. Esto incluye también la operacidn de cualquier maquinaria propia del rancho como los
tractores o minicargadores (skid steers). Aun el manejo de una bicicleta estando ebrio puede ser
peligroso. Si eres sorprendido por la policia haciendo lo anterior, ten la seguridad que tendra
consecuencias.

cQué sucede despuées?

» Sila policia te encuentra manejando ebrio, podras:
v’ Ser arrestado
v Ser infraccionado y calificado como manejando ebrio (DWI, por sus siglas en inglés)
v' Enfrentar una pena de cércel o una multa (hasta $10,000)
v Recibir puntos en contra en tu licencia o jperderla en forma permanente!

Las consecuencias podrian incluir también: perder tu trabajo, perder tu status migratorio, o
aun ser deportado.

» Puedes ademas herirte tu mismo o a otras personas. Muchas personas han perdido la vida
manejando después de ingerir bebidas alcohdlicas.

iNO tomes y manejes! Mejor llama a un
amigo, un taxi, o jpide un Uber!



Acoso Sexual vy Las Relaciones

Relaciones

Si decides salir con alguien o iniciar una relacidn, ten en cuenta la edad
de la otra persona. Asegurate siempre de saber |la edad de la persona
con quien piensas salir. En la mayor parte de los Estados Unidos, la edad
para consentir en una cita es a los 18 afios o mads. Esto significa que si tu
ya tienes 18 aiflos 0 mas, no puedes salir con alguien que tenga menos de
18 anos de edad.

Por ejemplo: Si tu tienes 20 afios, no puedes salir en citas o tener
relaciones sexuales con alguien que tenga 15 afos. Esto se considera
ilegal y se conoce como estupro. Si eres convicto de ese delito serds
detenido y podrias tener que registrarte como depredador sexual. Probablemente perderds tu
trabajo y tu vivienda.

Si eres menor de 18 afios de edad, no salgas ni tengas relaciones sexuales con alguien que tenga
mas de 18 afios de edad.

Actividad

Circula la palabra si 0 no si tu crees que Carlos, Luisa, y Marcos podrian salir con estas personas de
acuerdo a su edad.

Carlos tiene 21 aios de edad.

14 anos de edad Sl o) NO
20 afios de edad Sl o) NO

17 afios de edad Sl o NO

Luisa tiene 16 anos de edad.

14 anos de edad Sl o NO
20 anos de edad SI o NO
17 afios de edad Sl o NO

Marcos tiene 44 anos de edad.
23 ainos de edad Sl o NO
17 afios de edad Sl o NO



Acoso Sexual

Se cortés cuando platiques con personas que no conoces. Algunas personas pueden sentirse
ofendidas por tus comentarios o tus expresiones, aun si tu piensas que los estas halagando. A
continuacion te presentamos lo que puedes hacer para evitar cometer acoso sexual:

Cosas que no debes hacer

e Silbarle a las personas que pasan por donde estas

e Tocar a alguien de forma inapropiada/no solicitada
¢ Enviar mensajes de texto/videos sexuales ofensivos
e Dirigirse a las personas por algun apodo

Cosas que debes practicar

e Ser amable, atento y cortés

e Respetar el espacio personal de los demas

e Procurar el consenso de la pareja antes de cualquier
actividad sexual

e Hacer caso cuando alguien te dice “NO” o “ Detente”

Si estds sufriendo de acoso sexual en tu lugar de trabajo, comunicate con tu supervisor para
reportar el problema. Si sufres acoso o abuso sexual en casa o en algun lugar publico, icuéntaselo
a alguien! Existen programas y agencias en los Estados Unidos que dan apoyo a las victimas de
acoso y/o abuso sexual.

Actividad

¢Qué aprendiste? jVe si puedes contestar las siguientes preguntas!

1. {Qué edad debes tener para comprar y consumir alcohol en los Estados Unidos?

2. éCudl es la edad para consentir en una relacion en la mayor parte de los Estados Unidos?

3. ¢Qué debes hacer si estds bajo el efecto del alcohol y necesitas llegar a casa?
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